
 

 

 

North West Glasgow Voluntary Sector Network SCIO 

Annual General Meeting  

Wednesday 9th December 2020 on Zoom 
 
 
Present: Margaret Elliott, Donna Connor, Tam Munro, Robert Alston, John Connor, Gary Gentles, 
Charles Bailey, Geri Sinclair,  Mark McRitchie, Julie Fox, Ted Scanlon, Lynne Robertson,  Ania Nesser, 
Ruby Zajac, Anna Dyer,  Neil Lovelock, Dougie Taylor, Tracy McKenzie, Karen Moyes, Chirsty 
Hamilton, Sandy Busby, Gillian Pollock, Louise Nolan,  Andrew Mc Courtney, Oliver Escobar 
 
NWGVSN Staff: Martina Johnston-Gray, Lynn Lovelock, Amanda Brown 
 

Agenda Item  Note Action  
Welcome Welcome from Martina Johnston-Gray (MJG), 

Network Manager.  
MJG thanked members and friends for attending 
the Network’s first virtual AGM; especially during 
the continued challenges of Covid19 

 

Apologies Liz Atkinson, Joyce Bell, Peter Lavelle, Ailsa 
MacKenzie , Audrey Edmonds, Bel Barnes, Kate 
Hendry 

 

Minute of Previous 
Meeting 

Review of the minutes approved by Dougie Taylor 
and Sandy Busby, seconded the accuracy of the 
minutes. 

 

Chairs Report The Chair’s report was given by Vice chair Dougie 
Taylor.  
He summarised by stating it had been a very 
challenging year for the Network and its 
members; not only due to the funding issues and 
uncertainly of the end of the IGF and the 
introduction of the Glasgow Community Fund, 
but also the global pandemic.  
He acknowledged and thanked members and the 
network for the proactive and collaborative way 
they are responding to the pandemic.  
He went on to thank the members for their 
invaluable support and thank the staff and 
committee for their hard work over the past year. 

 

Annual Report 
Highlights 

Martina presented the main highlights of the 
year:  

• Glasgow Community Fund, advocacy with & 
for our members 

 



 

 

• Network Meetings took place face to face & 
were replaced with virtual meetings during 
lockdown 

• Representation at Area & Sector Partnership 
– thanks to all the reps who help compile the 
Third sector report for these meetings and 
their continued support through the year. 

• Communications – subscribers to the 
newsletter grew 50% and the network moved 
to weekly newsletters during the first 10 
weeks of lockdown. Twitter followers and 
engagement have continued to grow. And 
dedicated covid information and funding 
pages were added to the website 

• Training in person & online - Training courses 
including, Stress Management, Funding 
applications, Finances, First Aid. Also 
developed an online REHIS course with 
Glasgow Clyde College and Covid issues 
course with City of Glasgow College 

• Community Engagement for Anderston City 
and Yorkhill ward. Looking at identifying the 
ward priorities. 3 events at the Pyramid, 
Marie Trust and Townhead Village Hall 

• IT recycling project – looking to work with 
members and those who are/have been 
digitally excluded to provide IT equipment  

Financial report  Andrew Mc Courtney summarised the financial 
report. There were no questions regarding the 
account. Proposed by Tam Munro and seconded 
by Dougie Taylor 

 

Appointment of 
auditors  

Alexander Sloane and company were 
reappointed  

 

Oliver Escobar 
Presentation and 
Q&A. From Debate 
to Dialogue 
 

The AGM commenced with a presentation by  
Oliver Escobar,  senior lecturer in Public Policy at 
Edinburgh University and an expert in Democratic 
Innovation. 
The presentation discussed how we make sure 
our voices and those that we work with are 
heard, when we want to affect change in these 
uncertain times. We need to find a new way to 
make sure we get the outcome we want. Now 
more than ever, we need to move the 
conversation from DEBATE to  DIALOGUE in order 
to strengthening relationships .  
There was a discussion about Deliberative 
Democracy and Oliver took questions from 
members. 
Link to Oliver’s presentation 
https://nwgvsn.org.uk/agm-2019-20-
presentation-by-oliver-escobar/ 

 

https://nwgvsn.org.uk/agm-2019-20-presentation-by-oliver-escobar/
https://nwgvsn.org.uk/agm-2019-20-presentation-by-oliver-escobar/


 

 

 

Thanks There was a vote of thanks to Martina and staff. 
And the AGM was closed 

 

AOB    

 
 


