
            

PRESS RELEASE 

North West Glasgow Voluntary Sector Network IT Refurbishment Project, 
Plugged In, is shortlisted for a Self Management Digital Innovator Award 

Plugged In, an IT refurbishment project, run by North West Glasgow Voluntary Sector 
Network (NWGVSN), is one of four projects across Scotland to be shortlisted in the Self 
Management Digital Innovator category, for their work supporting people with long term 
health conditions to live the life they want. 

The Self Management Awards, run by the Health and Social Care Alliance (the ALLIANCE), 
present the annual accolades in recognition and celebration of the achievements of people 
and projects that have contributed the most to self management in Scotland over the past 
year. 

The Self Management Awards are part of the ALLIANCE’s annual Self Management Week, 
which are set to run from 22 to 25 September 2025, with a range of activities and events 
taking place to promote self management practices. 

Plugged In is an initiative established and run by NWGVSN since 2020. Plugged In tackles 

digital inclusion, and the e-waste problem, in an innovative way by giving life to old IT 

equipment. It refurbishes donated equipment and then gives it (with internet if needed), for 

free, to people in need of a device and connectivity. It can take a range of equipment from 

laptops, tablets, smartphones, mice, keyboards and more. Since May 2020, Plugged In has 

given devices to over 2000 people and saved 22 tonnes from landfill. 

Commenting on their nomination, Martina Johnston-Gray, Network Manager, NWGVSN 

said: 

 “We’re delighted that Plugged In has been shortlisted for the Self Management Digital 

Innovator Award. This recognition highlights the impact of repurposed technology in 

supporting people across North West Glasgow. By bridging the digital divide, we are not just 

providing devices—we are enabling access to vital self-management tools, services, and 

support networks that foster independence, confidence, and wellbeing. 

We would like to thank the Alliance for the nomination and wish good luck and 

congratulations to all the finalists.” 

Sara Redmond, Chief Officer, at the Health and Social Care Alliance, said: 



“Self management is at the heart of our work around health and social care, and the Self 
Management Awards give us a chance to celebrate the best of people and projects 
supporting self management across Scotland. With Self Management Week this year 
focussing on ‘what I need to lead,’ all of the finalists exemplify approaches that empower 
people to become leading partners in the management of their health.” 

For a full list of those shortlisted, visit http://bit.ly/4foPkX8 

For more  information about Plugged In https://nwgvsn.org.uk/plugged-in/  
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Notes to editors 

• The Health and Social Care Alliance Scotland (the ALLIANCE) is the national third 

sector membership organisation for the health and social care sector. We bring 

together over 3,500 people and organisations dedicated to achieving our vision of a 

Scotland where everyone has a strong voice and enjoys the right to live well, with 

dignity and respect. Our members are essential in creating a society in which we all 

can thrive, and we believe that by working together, our voice is stronger. The 

ALLIANCE - Health and Social Care Alliance Scotland 

• North West Glasgow Voluntary Sector Network is a membership organisation that 
supports, connects, and advocates for third sector organisations within the North 
West of Glasgow so they have the funding, training, capacity, and power to provide 
the best possible services. https://nwgvsn.org.uk/  

• Plugged in, is a project run by NWGVSN, which has recently received funding from 
the Glasgow City Council LEZ Fund. https://nwgvsn.org.uk/plugged-in-receives-
50000-lez-funding/  

CONTACT: 

• For North West Glasgow Voluntary Sector Network Plugged In project, email 
hello.northwestglasgow@outlook.com   

• For the ALLIANCE, contact communications@alliance-scotland.org.uk  
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